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Present at the Creation?
Investigating the Moment When Lincoln Settled on Emancipation
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“The President himself has been, out of pure devotion to what he considers the best interests of humanity, the bulwark of the institution he abhors, for a year. But he will not conserve slavery much longer. When next he speaks in relation to this defiant and ungrateful villainy it will be with no uncertain sound. Even now he speaks more boldly and sternly to slaveholders than to the world. If I have sometimes been impatient of his delay I am so no longer.” 

--White House aide John Hay (age, 23) writing to Mary Jay (age, 16) on Sunday, July 20, 1862
 (source:  Gilder Lehrman Collection GLC01569)
“Went to Cabinet at the appointed hour. It was unanimously agreed that the Order in respect to Colonization should be dropped; and the others were adopted unanimously, except that I wished North Carolina included among the States named in the first order. The question of arming slaves was then brought up and I advocated it warmly. The President was unwilling to adopt this measure, but proposed to issue a Proclamation, on the basis of the Confiscation Bill, calling upon the States to return to their allegiance -- warning the rebels the provisions of the Act would have full force at the expiration of sixty days -- adding, on his own part, a declaration of his intention to renew, at the next session of Congress, his recommendation of compensation to States adopting the gradual abolishment of slavery -- and proclaiming the emancipation of all slaves within States remaining in insurrection on the first of January, 1863.”


--Diary of Salmon P. Chase, Secretary of Treasury, Tuesday, July 22, 1862
[image: image4.png]



�


Maj. Thomas Eckert, who headed the telegraph office, said Lincoln wrote in his office, just a few lines at a time, in early July.





























�


Vice President Hannibal Hamlin claimed Lincoln showed him a draft of the document at the Soldiers’ Home in June.
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Navy Secretary Gideon Welles claimed Lincoln revealed his decision to him and William Seward in mid-July during a carriage ride.





�


“First Reading of the Emancipation Proclamation” by Francis B. Carpenter (1864)








See Matthew Pinsker “Lincoln’s Summer of Emancipation” in Holzer & Gabbard, Lincoln & Freedom (2007) and view Hay letter (to Miss Jay) at www.gilderlehrman.org/search/display_results.php?id=GLC01569    


